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Special Meeting re: Chief Counsel Replacement


October 12, 2005


The School Board of Palm Beach County, Florida, met in the Winona Webb Jordan Board Chambers, 3300 Forest Hill Boulevard, West Palm Beach, Florida, on October 12, 2005, at 2:40 p.m. Board Members present were Chairman Thomas Lynch, Vice Chairman William Graham (via telephone),  Monroe Benaim (via telephone), Paulette Burdick, Mark Hansen, Sandra Richmond and Debra Robinson.  Also present were Superintendent Art Johnson, Chief Officer of Administration Gerald Williams, Chief Academic Officer Ann Killets, Chief Operating Officer Joe Moore and Chief Counsel to the School Board JulieAnn Rico-Allison.

Mr. Lynch led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

For the Record: Dr. Benaim and Mr. Graham participated via telephone.

Public Comments: Jan Porter

Mr. Lynch provided a synopsis on the Chief Counsel position and what they are trying to accomplish in today’s session. 

Motion to Appoint Gerald Williams as Chief Counsel to the School Board: On motion of Hansen/Benaim, the Board unanimously approved  to appoint Gerald Williams as Chief Counsel to the School Board.

For the Record: Dr. Robinson stated that Mr. Williams is an excellent attorney, but feels the process was flawed.

Board Members discussed contract negotiations and were in consensus for Mr. Graham to negotiate with Mr. Williams.

Mrs. Burdick suggested taking the framework of Ms. Allison’s contract to be used for Mr. Williams.

Mr. Lynch announced that Mr. Graham will meet with Mr. Williams and bring back a recommendation at next weeks meeting.

Mr. Williams thanked Board Members for their confidence in him and looks forward to working closely with them.

Dr. Johnson indicated that with the organizational changes from three divisions (academic, operational and administrative) to two divisions (academic and operational), he intended to adjust the salaries of the Chief Academic Officer and Operational Officer to reflect their increased responsibilities over the course of the year.  He further indicated that the adjustments would be reflected in the budget amendments brought to the school board.

The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m.
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______________________________









Arthur C. Johnson, Superintendent

______________________

Date of Approval

Note:
Audio tapes are maintained by the Board Office for official record of these proceedings.

